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punishment was to be confined to murder and
treason, instead of being applied as in Eng-
land to a host of minor offenses. The property
of murderers, instead of being forfeited to the
State, was to be divided among the next of
kin of the victim and of the criminal. Religious
liberty was established as it had been in Rhode
Island and the Jerseys. All children were to be
taught a useful trade. Oaths in judicial pro-
ceedings were not required. All prisons were
to be workhouses and places of reformation in-
stead of dungeons of dirt, idleness, and disease.
This attempt to improve the prisons inaugurated
a movement of great importance in the modern
world in which the part played by the Quakers is
too often forgotten.

Penn had now started his "Holy Experiment,"
as he called his enterprise in Pennsylvania, by
which he intended to prove that religious liberty
was not only right, but that agriculture, com-
merce, and all arts and refinements of life would
flourish under it. He would break the delusion
that prosperity and morals were possible only
under some one particular faith established by law.
He would prove that government could be car-
ried on without war and without oaths, and